The Causes of the World War
Dispatch of the German Ultimatum to Brussels
It so happened that almost at the same moment when
the German Chancellor's conversation with the British
ambassador was taking place, the German ultimatum to
Belgium (which had been drafted three days earlier) was
dispatched under seal to the German Minister in Brussels,
with orders not to make it public until he should have
received further instructions.(2)
Germany was fast moving towards the general war
which seemed imminent; yet Eugen Fischer claims that
this communication formed a part of the normal prepara-
tions for mobilization, and had to be in Brussels before
war could begin, but that its presence there did not
necessarily mean the inevitable outbreak of war.(3) It may
be so; but its dispatch on July zgth shows at least that
Sir Eyre Crowe's comment on German intentions was
no mere flight of imagination,
Hermann Lutz takes a more moderate view of Beth-
mann-Hollweg's attitude towards Great Britain, but his
judgment does not differ in essentials from that of Sir Eyre
Crowe,(4) Lutz regards the German Chancellor's declara-
tions as a "great blunder," which "reveals perhaps better
than anything else his incapacity as a statesman," and at
the same time "his unshaken confidence in the possi-
bility of maintaining British neutrality." Clumsiness,
incapacity, and simple-mindedness, according to Lutz,
characterized Bethmann-Hollweg's procedure.
Germany Refects the Russian Proposal for Arbitration
Meanwhile Berlin had  received the  Czar's telegram
(already quoted) concerning the contradiction which he
had noted between "Willy's" assurances to "Nicky"